
Catch the Spirit 
To help make The Laurel Spirit 

truly valuable for every Laurel 
Associate, we want your input. 
If you have ideas for stories, features 
or photos, let us hear from you! 
Do you know someone who 
exemplifies The Laurel Way of 
Caring? Please submit your ideas 
to your Administrator, who will pass 
them on to The Laurel Spirit editor, 
Brent Tippie. 

WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN AND HOW 

Three Ohio Faciliti s Participate 
in Dementia Study 

The Laurels of Worthington, The Laurels of Norworth and The Laurels 
of Mt. Vernon in central Ohio are participating in a dementia study by 
Michelle Bourgeois, Ph.D., ofThe Ohio State University, a well-known 
authority on the subject. Michelle selected the three Laurel Health Care 
Company nursing homes through professional connections with the 
company's Director of Rehab Services, Carol Hofbauer. 

Associates working in the Laurels of Worthington's 50-bed dementia 
unit and in the other two Laurel facilities will test the concepts of 
"enhanced visual sorting" and "augmented verbal sorting." 

Late-stage Alzheimer's and dementia patients become uncooperative 
and highly confused; however, researchers have found that they never lose 
their ability to read. In enhanced visual sorting, Laurel Associates will use 
cards containing a picture of someone engaging in the desired activity on 
one side (for example, brushing teeth), and a positive statement about the 
activity written on the other side. 

In the augmented verbal exercise, Associates will learn to carefully 
present their requests as friendly, encouraging statements rather than 
as questions. 

Both methods have shown some early suggestion of improving 
cooperation and behavior in dementia patients. The study results will be 
published in speech science journals. 

Carol thinks this and other dementia studies are especially important 
because increasing life spans are resulting in higher percentages of 
populations with dementia. The studies also will show more effective ways 
to care for these fragile populations. 
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The Laurels of Chatham 
Gets ew Look 

The Laurels of Chatham is graciously appointed with 
new furniture, soft, earth-tone-colored walls, updated wall 
hangings, and new flooring, doors, beds and handrails as 
part of a recent remodeling project. The facility also now 
has Dish Network cable in all rooms, big screen televisions 
in three lounges and complete wireless Internet access. 
The 140 bed facility is in Pittsboro, North Carolina. 

THE LAUREL WAY OF CARING COMES FROM WITHr 


